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Features of the Textbook

Language is a window to the soul. Mastering another language is
like opening another window to our souls. In addition to providing a
different channel and perspective to understand the world and express
our feelings and thoughts, this whole new medium also enables us to
reconstruct our ways of expression, expand our conceptual breadth
and enrich our spiritual lives. Therefore, we believe that language
teaching, whether native language teaching or foreign language
teaching, should not be confined to the passage of knowledge in
vocabularies, sentence structures and grammar or the training of
listening, speaking, reading and writing skills. Instead, the cultural
substance carried by the language should also be consciously put
into the entire process of language learning in an organized manner,
so that a comprehensive and multi-dimensional understanding of the
language’s features would be subtly nurtured.

This series of teaching material consist of 10 volumes and is
designed for students who learn Chinese as an additional language.
Every volume has different emphasis while maintaining a balanced
training on listening, speaking, reading and writing abilities. The first
three volumes focus on improving listening and speaking skills and
gradually introduce the teaching of pinyin and writing of Chinese
characters. After the completion of these three volumes, students
could basically use Chinese to communicate in class and in daily life.
They should also be able to read and write basic Chinese characters
and make use of Chinese pinyin as a language tool. The fourth to
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sixth volumes enable students to transition from focusing on listening
and speaking to emphasizing reading and writing. Through the
study of short and interesting texts, students develop good reading
habits and fundamental reading techniques. Their writing ability
will improve in leaps and bounds from writing sentences to writing
paragraphs. Volumes seven to ten stress the nurturing of the reading
and writing abilities. With the passages, in various styles and with
different themes, written according to things which student may
encounter in daily lives, students can be trained to think with Chinese
and can analyze things and express their points of view effectively
with Chinese as a language tool.

The presentation, content and corresponding exercises of this
teaching material are designed in consideration of the learning
pattern of the Chinese language. In addition, various elements of the
Chinese culture are consciously put into the material in order to give
learners an understanding of the different aspects of Chinese culture.
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