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Features of the Textbook
 Language is the window of the soul. When mastering one more language we open one more 
window of our soul. This not only gives us another channel and angle to understand the world and 
express our thinking and feelings, but allows us to reconstruct our way of expression, expand our 
conceptual world and enrich our spiritual life through a brand new medium. We, therefore, contend 
that regardless of whether we teach in the native language or a foreign language, we should not 

listening, speaking, reading and writing skills. We should also infuse the cultural content carried by 
the language into the whole process of language teaching in an organized and conscious manner, 
so that the learner can master in a subconscious way the three-dimensional feature of the whole 
language.
 Apart from solving the usual problems associated with the teaching of language, the teachers 

in intellectual maturity between the learners and the level at which they can access the target 
language. Generally speaking, the intellectual development of the learner and the learning of the 
mother language go hand in hand and supplement each other. But when studying a foreign language, 
the situation is not the same. The learner may already have a wealth of concepts, but the learner still 
has to start from the beginning with the target language. The learner has to learn to say the basic 
sentences and most simple concepts, such as "My name is ×××", "I’m ×××", "I like ××× most". To 
young learners, such as primary school students, the tension is not so conspicuous and the associated 
problem is, therefore, not so big. Adult learners, who are self-disciplined and possess strong learning 
motivation, will not pose too many obstacles to teaching and learning. Learners who are neither 
children nor adults will have to address the tension problem properly.
 This series of teaching materials, consisting of five volumes, is written and compiled to 
meet the special needs of high school students in learning Chinese as an Additional Language. Apart 
from considering the learning pattern of Chinese, the compilers have consciously infused Chinese 
cultural elements into the presentation, content and corresponding exercises of all the study lessons. 
This allows the learner to understand every aspect of the Chinese culture in a subconscious way and 
reduces the above-mentioned tension to the minimum as the teaching materials have been made to 
conform to the intellect, interest and habits of the young people.
 In each study lesson, the text put emphasis on cultivating the Chinese language ability and 

activity, the world around us, work and the international community. This part is written according 
to the learning pattern of Chinese. At the back of the text there are three parts – "Class Activity", 
"Extended Learning" and "A Touch of Culture", each with its own function. "Class Activity" offers 
different kinds of class activities and allows students to consolidate the learning of the content 
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Learning" further strengthens the training of language ability on the basis of learning of the text. 

and students can learn with the assistance of teachers according to their own special needs and interests. 
"A Touch of Culture" focuses on culture and training of thinking. The material is chosen from the topics 
of the text and encourages students to understand and respond to the Chinese culture, including idioms, 

to let students understand the Chinese culture in ancient and present times. In order to allow students to 
master the relevant content, the important points of this part are underlined in Chinese, but the detailed 
explanation is given in English.
 The textbook is accompanied by tables of "Chinese Characters", "Words" and "Sentence 
Patterns" in the Appendix.  In order to take account of learner diversity, "Characters to be memorized"

 "Characters to be recognized" and "Words" are arranged in those 
tables according to the frequency of use of the characters and words in daily life. In this way, students 
of different abilities and backgrounds can master a core selection of characters and words of high 
frequency of use, and can learn the rest according to their own strengths, best abilities and in a 
progressive manner.
 All the characters for memorization and recognition are those characters of high frequency of 
use identified from substantial data on the use of characters. "Characters to be memorized" requires 
students to read the characters with correct intonation, to write them without reference to the text, to 
comprehend their basic meanings and to use them correctly. "Characters to be recognized" requires 
students to read and comprehend. After studying the whole set of teaching materials, students will have 
mastered 1700 characters of frequent use, 3400 words and common sentence patterns of frequent use. 
All characters, words and sentence patterns appear repeatedly in different units and corresponding 
exercises in order to consolidate students’ learning.
 All the Chinese characters in Volume 1 are marked with Romanization symbols (Pinyin) to help 
students to master the correct pronunciation and intonation. Starting from Volume 2, "Characters to be 
memorized" and "Characters to be recognized" that appeared in the previous volumes are not marked 
with Romanization symbols.
 In order to assist students in consolidating what they have learnt, every volume is paired with a 
set of exercise books and a CD-ROM that contains audio recordings of the texts.
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8 30

Chongqing, one of the four municipalities directly under
            the jurisdiction of the Central  Government of the People's
                             Republic of China.

Singapore

as inseparable as a person and his shadow (always            
together)

Dalmatian

small and cute boy / girl / person
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 Characters to be memorized

 Characters to be recognized

 Vocabulary building

1. date

2. have become

3. high school
student

4. embassy

5. equipped

6. kindergarten

7. approximately

8. visit

9. campus

10. facilities

11. complete 

12. a kind

13. language

14. other

15. comparably

16. to catch up  
 with

第三冊.indb   4 17/2/2014   14:43:07



5

　　LIBERATE THE JOY OF LEARNING CHINESE (FOR TEENAGERS)

 Learn Chinese sentences

1. 

2. 

3. 

17. private tutor

18. take lessons  
 after school

19. give a name to

20. plan

21. practise

22. the classmate  
 who sits beside  
 you

23. half-breed

24. passionate

25. 

26. to say hello

27.  always
together

28. pet

29. spots

30. hair

31. round

32. lovely, cute

33. almost
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 Extended learning

1.

(private tutor) (assistance)

(to make up a missed lesson)

(Chinese origin) (Asian origin)

(Spanish origin)

(pretty) (passionate) (optimistic)

(lively) (generous) (stingy)

(introvertic) (extrovertic)

(nervous) (shy) (lovely)

(independent) (unsociable, eccentric)

(narrow-minded) (friendliness)

(kind-hearted) (caring)

(diary on weekly basis) (bilingual)

(electronic pet)

2.
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 A touch of culture

1. (Dog)

 In the English language, the word "dog" conjures up a positive 
image. In the Chinese language, however, "dog" often bears negative 
connotations. There are quite a few insulting expressions involving 
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the word "dog". A running dog is a subservient person and usually one 
who betrays his own country.  The expression "dog eyes look down on 
people" is used to describe conceited and snobbish people.

2. (Names of Chinese people)

 Apart from having their first names and surnames, people in the  
ancient China also adopted other names and nicknames. Both first 
names and surnames were given by the parents, but people gave 
themselves nicknames in order to illustrate their personalities or 
characteristics.
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